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vengers' quarters. Pearson's work was no less heroic, because it
was non-political in the conventional sense of the term. Let it be
remembered, however, that whilst in Japan Pearson wrote his
furious indictment against British exploitation and dominance
which brought him trouble which he never minded. Whilst he
was lying on his death-bed, he dictated a will in which he did not
forget a boy in Shantiniketan whom he loved as dearly as his
own son. On his death the Poet issued an appeal for 25,000
rupees to perpetuate his memory. The money was to be devoted
to build a Pearson Hospital in Shantiniketan. When I was
taking my convalescence at Juhu, and Andrews had appoint-
ed himself as my guardian-angel, with a heart full of love and
sorrow he told me that there was very poor response to the Poet's
appeal. I soothed him by saying that after all Pearson was not
much known to the Indian public, and that therefore we who
knew him so well ought not to fret for want of their support or feel
uncharitable towards them. I told him too that, when I found
a natural occasion, I would take up the Poet's appeal and try
to enlist the support of the public for the memorial, Mr. Andrews
has given me the opportunity. I now invite the readers of Toung
India to contribute their mite. Over three thousand rupees have
been collected. Twenty-one thousand rupees is nothing for the
generous public to find.
The third thing Mr. Andrews has brought in is the spinning-
wheel, probably for my sake. But I know that a time is coming
when that simple wheel will no longer have to depend upon
me for its existence. The highest in the land who feel for the poor
will be bound to support it. There is only one thing which can be
universally adopted in India and be yet paying so as to supplement
the slender resources of the peasantry and even find enough to
keep body arid soul together for the starving millions. The
wheel is the one thing which can replace the degrading doles from
the rich people for the famine-stricken, and let them feel sure that
they need not starve so long as they are prepared to spin.
Toung India, 2-10-1924